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LITERATURE.
Are the Romanized Irish a Menace

to the United States?

MR. FROUDE'S CASSANDRA SHRIEK

"The Questiou Will Have To lie Fought Out
.n-n.A. I.4..J W
wuu munis iiiMi'uii ui uuiiuis.

HAS PROTESTANTISM FAILED?

The striking article iu the present number of the
AoftA Amtrican Rrview is by Mr. James Anthony
Froude, and is entitled "humanism and the Irish

Kace in the United States." We will not attempt to

criticise this article, but merely (jive such extracts
from it as will inform our readers of its llat.footnd
assertions and general tone. The present article is

only the tirst instalment of this essay, which will be

continued in the next number.
Mr. Froude begins his paper in a somewhat poctie

vein. "The forces which produce the most remarkableeffects in this world," ho remarks, "work unseenand unthought of till tho time comes for thoir

operation to manifest itself." Hu refers to the fields
that lie bare and barren while the seed is swelling in

the soil, and the forest trees that stand naked while
the aap is rising in the trunk. "The phenomena of

human life," hu argues, "are the result of causes

similarly and secretly uctivo."
"THE WOMAN OF THE SEVEN HILLS."

America is tho land of wonders. From 40,000,000
Europeans thrown into a vast virgin continent,
with the arts and sciuuccs, the accumulated knowledgeand experience of all antecedent time, wo may
naturally look tor surprises. There, unconstrained
by traditions and superstitious, new ideas can organizethemselves, and that under such conditions
phenomena should riso which had nover been seen
before is 110 more than what reason would have
expected. What no one would or could have expectedIs that iu America, of all countries, a creed
wlllcli tn theOld World a coutury ago was universally
uiiiitvwiwl to 111, worn nut and (lone with should
have been precisely tho one which has taken root
there most flrinljr and is growing with tho most
auiazing rapidity. A prophet, who had foretold at
the time of the Declaration of Indeueiideuce that
within a century the ltoruau Catholics would be tho
largest single religious community in tho United
Stales, would have doscrvod a place in a lunatic
asylum, so absurd such an anticipation would hnvo
seemed. Moruionism might have appeared unlikely,
socialism might liavo appeared unlikely; it would
hare been distressing to expect a resurrection of a
belief in magic under the contemptible aspect of
{Spiritualism. Yet no one who understood
the erratic capabilities of man's nature would
haVe said that either of these extravagances
was entirely impossible. That in New York and
New Euglaud, the clioscn home of Calvauism and
Puritanism, the Woman of tho Seven Hills should
have set up her standard, and that American citizens
would bo gathered round it in millions, would
have seemed an hypothesis so wild that every man
or woman with ordinary sense would have agreed
that it could not be. Yet this extraordinary l'act has
literally come to pass, and the dream of tho ultramontanesthat the l'ope will soon exercise as completean authority in the United States as Gregory
VII. ever exercised in Europe is scarcely more preposterous'orimpossible of realization than the statu
ot things which actuully exists would have seemed
to the grandfathers of the present generation.

FACTS AND FIOURKS.

Mr. Froude then proceeds to give the statistics on

tho subject;.
In 1785 there was one Roman Catholic bishop in

the United States, with titty priests and twelve
churches. The Itomau Catholic population was
French or Spanish. The.v had neither school, college,convent nor monastery. They were declining
in numbers or were being absorbed in the preponderatingAuglo-Saxou element. In 1871) the number of
CatboMcs is <1,500,000. Tliey bave <13 bishops, 5,750
priests, 5,580 chnrebes, 500 convents, 700 colleges,
seminaries aud academies uud nearly *2,000 parish
schools. The rate of increase is still rising, decks
and pastors having more than doublod in the last
twenty years. The chief explanation is the immigrationot Irish peasantry, which began on a large
scale In 184(1-47. The Irish who were in America beforethe potato tamine were chietly 1'resbyterians
from the north, part of the 1'rotcstant colony
which had been planted by Cromwell. They were
worth their weight in gold to Ireland, for it was for
Ireland's interest to become a Protestant country.
But they were too sturdy and independent to please
tho° bisuops and landowners of the Established
Church. They wero persecuted away and went to
New England, where they paid their debt, with interest,to the old country at Lexington and Bunkor
Bill.

Folly and misgovernment sent the Irish Presbyteriansto America. The famine Bent the Celtic peasantrythither in ten times larger numbers. They,
too*; when they went, supposed that they had to
thank England for their banishment. So scandalouslyhad irelaud been treated that the people
not unnaturally set down whatever they suffered at
England's doer. That they would carry with them
the old hostility to England, as their Protestant
fellow countrymen hail done, was probable enough.
That their religion would survive the change was

expected by uo one. Their ewu clergy dreaded tho
affect upon th in of contact with Americau liberty.

ABSORBING "RAGGED" PAT.
The Americans themselves thought that they

Could absorb and assimilate these ignorant millions
of ragged wretches an eaaily as a shoal of sprats are
swallowed and digested by a whale. "Ilow long
does it take," 1 once allied a distinguished gentlemanat Mew York, "to make an Irishman into an
AmericanV" "How long?" he said; "h'm! well,
about half an hour." This answer, unfortunately,
was more epigrammatic than true. He went on to
explain that they would be scattered over a vast extentof country, where their priests could not follow
them; a man could not remain a Itonian Catholic to
any purpose without priest, sacrament or chapel. If
the parents continued, for their owu liletime, to
pray to the Virgin and the saints, the American
schoolmaster would take care to enlighten their
children.

ACTIVITY OK CATHOLICISM.
In this as In suine other points the ilno confidence

of the Americans in the effect of their institutions
has been disappointed. The Irish peasant has sufferedso long tor his religion that it is in the granulesof his blood. Komau Catholicism, which grew
sick and stagnant in power and prosperity, has in
Ireland been braced into vigor by calamity. Like
the mythological monster it has been In contact with
the hard soil of tact and lias gathered fresh life from
it. With uu energy infinitely creditable to them,
when they reached the Mew World the Irish,
clergy and peoplo set themselves to meet
their new circumstances. Thero was money in
plenty. The old sixpcucc-n-day wages of Ireland
was turned into as many shillings, and out of the
shillings the Irish boys and girls parted cheerfully
with as many as were needed for a faith which wus
a second nature to them. Thousands, perhaps tens
of thousands, were lost at first In the huge cities of
the enormous continent, hut the Church soou overtookits straying sheep. It watched over their
marriages.the Irish in America marry wholly
among themselves and wltblu their own cried.
It kept, its hold on tho children and furnisned
them with antidotes to correct tho poisou
of the secular schools. The lapses from
the faith, once relatively large, have now wholly
ceased, auil after thirty years the Itoman Catholic
body is the largest, strongest and wealthiest in the
Union; its members are the most perfectly organisedand tho most completely obedient to their spiritualcblets. The Immigration front Irelsud has
almost cased. It bus boon checked In purt by tlio
rise ot wages at home; other causes must be at work
alto, which are not understood; for the population
ot the island, once so extremely prolific, does not
teuil any more to an Increase at home, and
either children are no longer born there
in ihe same uronortlon. or the drift
is directed iuto tho English towns mitt
colonies, to carry on the propagnudisni elsewhere.
Bui tho Iriah in America arc uow independent of
additions ironi without. There arc already six millIon*of them. Tliey preserve the abstinence from
sexual rice wlncli distinguishes tbotn ho honorably
at home, and thin Is favorable to large fatnllica. if
they go on growing as they have crown for tho last
twenty years there will be twelve inillioua at the elid
of tba century.

A WEIGHTY ELEMENT.
The frlah. whoin Dean -swift regnrdod merely a*

hewurs of wood and drawers ot water, are uow,
aars Mr. Froude, "virtually luuatera of their own
country: they turn tho elections in the great English
cities; they are a weighty element in the English
colonies; while in the New World they liuvo expandedinto a nation, scpurate in religion, as little
l.kely to merge in the old race of republican Americansas the parent stock st homo is likely to as-lnillatewith the Hritiah, though grafted in upon tho
American constitution, lo bear Its own fruit there
for good or evil."

UtfCONGENIAL WITH ttgPLULiCAMISM.
-The Irish nationality," continue* Mr. Fronde,
like the Jewish, is bound up with it* religion, and

stands or fails with It. Had the irisli who crossed
the Atlantic merged, as they were expected to do, ill
American -octfty, they would hare strengthened the
old leeling of eumity to tho mother country, and
Irish disaffection at home would have looked lor encouragementand help to the United Stabs, as in
171W It looked to France, and in the sixteenth centuryto snaiu. The Uotuaii Catholic religion happilyprevented a fusion whteh would have been so
dangerous. If not incompatible witb republican
Institutions it is umoug-nial thini. the Irish
rsco the other side of the Atl ntic remains aa
separate from the Anglo-Saxon na it is at home, and,
Instead of the Americans being tntrcted witli Irish
III will toward tireat Hritatii they have themselves
an Irish problem of their own which is becomingseriously perplexing. It aneins hard to say thai a
luau is a wvris citizen because he ia earneet in his
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religious Ibelief.because he adheres tenaciously to
au old and respectable creed which Insists ou moralityund the ten commandments. That religlou uufortunately,is by its ''»a choice at war with every
other, and the American constitution is the political
expression of the principles which the Pope has
violently condemned, see The Syllabus says
that men are not free; that they are uot capable of
taking cure of themselves; that the laity, in the
most important matters, must be guided and governedby the clergy; that the press ought to be
umler a censorship; that, the Catholic religion
being true, uil others are false, and therefore ought
not to be tolerated.

WHAT A C.UTHOLIC MAJORITY COL'LB DO.
"We agree that the spiritual part of man ought to

rule the material; the question Is, where the spiritualpart of man resides. The Protestant answers
that it is in the individual oousoieuce and rea.-ou;
the Catholic says that it is in the Church, and that it
speaks through bishops and priests. Thus, every
true Catholic is bound to think ami act as his priest
tells him, ami a republic of true Catholics becomes
a theocracy administered by the clergy. It is only
as long as they are a small minority that
they cuu be loyal subjects under such a constitutionas the American. As their numbers grow they
will assert tlieir principles more aud more. Give
them the power, and the constitution will be gone.
A Catholic majority, under spiritual direotiou, will
torbid liberty of worship, aud will try to forbid libertyof conscience. It will control education; it
will put the press under surveillance; it
will punish opposition with exooini&unicution,and excommunication will be attended
with ciyll disabilities. That It will try
to do all this, as loug as it accepts the
ultramontane theory which at present passes current,is as certain as mathematics. It tried before,
in tlio Dark Ages; it will try cgaiu in the age of enlightenment.Doubtless, were things evor to come
to such a pass, the laity would discover.as they
discovered before.that they had rights as well
S.N IUU llirrtij , aimmuj .J

earthly matters bettor than the clergy. Tho
Statu would ugain tie up tue bishops
and priests with tresh statutes of prirmumre.
The bishops would have to be content with half the
loaf, instead of the whole of it, to save their
'temporalities.' Hut the buttlocould not be fought
under tho tortus of tho American Republic. The
Republic can only subsist while the citizens are individuallyindependent, and, against a disciplined
ami coherent spiritual organization, a secular organizationas stable as itself can alone contend successfully.

A DIRECT MENACE.
"To the Republic as it stands the Catholic system

is a direct menace. Men must be Judged by their
prolessious. Free governments, in the New World
and in the Old, stand face to face with a system
which denies the axioms on which they rest.a systemtheoretically complete, aggressive and successful;a growing nucleus in a uuiverse of
utoins; a compact body in the midst of dividedinterest and contending opinions; challenging
a toleration it contemptuously refuses, and availing
itself of the opportunities which liberty allows it
to set its foot on liberty itself. * * * No wonder
that modern governments look with alarm at the
spectre which has thus uppoared among them. The
ultramontane theory cannot itself triumph, but it
can make an end of liuslings and ballot box. It
may win its way to a position where, if it can maintainitsolf, it will be fatal to intellectual freedom,
yet from which we shall be unable to drive it withoutrecourse to methods which we hoped that we
had outgrown.

THE IRISH VOTE.
"The growth of the Irish element has for some

time disturbed the minds of Americana. They have
absorbed a substance which they have been unable
to assimilate, and it iuterferes with their digestion.
A religion to which the Irish vote has given power
and consequence can already turn the scale among
thoir political parties. It is out of harmony with
their institutions, and aQects, in a way
that no one couia nave louneu mr, unir reia|tious with the adjoining transatlantic States,
Thu Anglo-Americans aro the leading power
in the New World; they claim a right to forbid the
interference of European governments in any part
of the American continent; they have usserted a

quasi protectorate Irom the Canadian frontier to the
Isthmus of Darlen; they have regarded Canada itself
as virtually belonging to thera, although they have
been content that it should remain, in name, a

British dependency till it desires for itself to
enter the Union; bnt it has been a point of
patriotic belief that not the Canadian Dominion
only, but Mexico, and Central America, ana San
Domingo, and Cuba and the other islands will eventuallygravitate into one body with them at no distanttime, And they are now confronted with the
nupleasaut fact thut the Catholicism which thoy
have already so much cause to fear is in all
those countries overwhelmingly predominant. In
the British provinces there are 2,000,000 Catholics;
in Hpnnish America and the islands there aro
40,000,000; and further annexation wears a less attractiveaspect when the effect must be to swell the
numbers which are already within their own borders.

"It has been the fashion of statesmen to assume
that the time has goue by wbeu religion can have a

practical influence on politics.
WHERE THE SHOE PINCHES.

"Tlio Americans aro light hearted, confident in
themselves and in their principles, aud till lately
tlicy have laughed at the ideu that Bomanism can be
a real danger to tbein. The New Yorkers are vain of
their new Cathedral. They have had a pride in feelingthat American energy can put so much life into
thu oldest of the Old World superstitious. But already,in a vital point, theshoo which they nave made
for themselves is pinching them. If there is one thins
which they aro prouder of than another, it is their
national schools. The ltoman Catholics do not like
these schools; ibey insist on educating their own
children; they intend, it they can, to apply the educationrato to a denominational purpose; and in
New Y'ork, and possibly In Boston itself, their
numbers give them a chauco of success. Nor
is this the worst. In America, us in Euglardand Scotland, they are making converts out
of the Protestant communions. Weak, imaginative
people, disturbed by theological controversies, aro
imposod on by the pretensions of a church which sits
so calmly in the midst of the confusion, and claims
exclusive possession of truth. The attraction of
bodies is in proportion to their mass, and a commtmUvr»# Bi.vfiit millions with a. stvirrlo lionrt and

purpose works irresistible upon floating nnita
which want force to make an orbit tor themselves.
That an educated American Protestant should, at
this time of day, run his head into the sand and
call himself a Catholic is sufficiently absurd; but
the ridiculous has its tragic side, aud, however
assured we may feel of the ultimate result, no one
can say what may happen meanwhile.

rue kotk or alabm.
" 'The principles of liberty,' says an anonymous

author, 'may lorbld that the Koman Catholics shall
be refused the same privileges which are allowed to
others;' hut he says'Neither liberty, equality
nor justice requires that ltoman Catholicism shall
be permitted to pursue Its insidious methods of attackunchallenged.' It la ono thing to allow to all
men the rignt to choose any religion they please; It
is quite another thing to allow a church,
as dangerous and powerful aa the Church
of ltomo, to bow the seeds of dissolution
and destruction without dolug something to
check the 'evil in Its stages of Inelpiency.'
Doing something 1 llut what is the something which
is to be done? A hint is dropped that 'a debased
aud Irresponsible suffrage' may have to do with the
mischief. The itotnau Catholic peasantry, who have
flowed over into America, are poor, ignorant creatures,wtto care nothing for the constitution, whose
interests, so tar as they have any, are in Ireland and
in their creed, and who vote se their priests direct
tliem. Why should such vices be allowed to exorcise
a preponderating influence In the American nation?
Hut the thought is not followed ont. 'Universal suf!frnge' just now Is tho American sovereign. It Is
surrounded with the sacred awe which belongs to
Imperial majesty, and even to breathe award against
it is treason. The remedy has still to be found, and
the writer can but proloug aud reiterate the note of
alarm.

Ait lMFKKDn«<! cuisis.
"The Americans arc thoroughgoing when they are

roused. The civil war showed what they would do
if their country or their principles were really in
danger, and, if the progress of lionianiaui creates
difficulties with which the constitution cannot
deal, they Will not sacrifice realities to scruplesof toriu. A Folk law in the last extremity
uiay not be impossible, it all else taui to cueua mo

growth of a religion which strikes at the foundstionaof the State. If Romanian) become* atrong
euough to corn ma ml a majority at any Important
local centre tho criai* will arrive, becauae the eonatltutioninsists on tho equality of all creed* beforethe law, and a conacicnttoua Catholic know* no
law* aavo thorn- which the Cburoh ha* aauctioned,

TIIK ql'KSTIoS TO 1IK TOUOIIT OUT.
"Tlio llr*t principle of the Republic la that the maJontyof thu whole country ahall rule. If tho

Church of Home can really contort a majority of
the American people either the principlo will havo
to be act neide or the Church will ho wuhln Ita right
111 ordering inattura aa It plcaeea. We know very
Utile of tho condition* of ihtollectnal energy.
In tho pitat history of mankiuU It has been
iiitnriiiiltent. Periods of activity and progroa*
b*ve ulleruateil with period* of rest, aa If tho mind
wan like tho Noil, which require* a respite of stagnationto recover front an cxhuuatiiig crop. It In possible,it 1h even likely, that the appetite for change
winch ban characterised the lsst century may bo
followed by a wave of spiritual and political eonservatlaui,tout acience will pauau for a while In
Ita dlacoveriea and that our new knowledge may
tin allowed time to shape Itself Into a form
with some humanity in It. Kven tnen, however,it la hiird to believe that conservatism anywherein modern society can take tho form of
ItomnniHm. Before Uomanlsm c n become dominanttho question will have to be fought out with
bullets Instead of With balloting papers; and though
the r.<-al of the converts la hot enough to build
churches and monasteries, and produce libraries
full <>t sentimental theological literature, wo
doubt whether It Is of tlin sort that would figure respectablyon a battle field. If wo ar* to It* quiet for
* goiu-ratloii or two It mu*t be on *ome more
substantial basis than a revived *mhn*ia*m for tho
Virgin Mary, lint that the alarm should have risen
among our cousin* in the UnitedHtatea.that among
them, of alt peoples, who are

the heirs of all the ago* In the foramott flies of tlino,
Intelligent persona can be fouud who aro really
at raid «f what may lie before them.la at least fe:iiiurknble and gives us a kind of melancholy satisfaction.The Americans, too, are but mortal* artel
all, subjoct to thu same diseases which afflict the
worn-out race of the Old World, and they may
draw closer lb n* in the common trial."

THU gVOLVTtOlt or HUMAftlTT.

Mr. Fronde here passes on to assert that the fire
of Protestantism Is paling, while that of Catholicism
la kiadliug. lit* forces whielt rula th* evolution of
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humanity are not mechanical but vital. The
Catholic religion ia an orgauic force of thin kind.
Protestantism. he continues, has veiled its crest,

ami no longer even professes to interfere with conductat all. ami wearied with its confusions and tueticctualitie*many amiable persons are inclined to
take the Church at its word. That the Church has
refused to fraternize with the modem spirit is no
longer its crime, but its credential; and it can be
encountered only by spiritual convictions of the
same nature as itself, which face it on its own
ground.

A SHBTTElXKli BKUOION.
Better to beiieve in the Virgin Mary and the

saints than in the almighty dollar on week daya aud
on Sundays, in a religion which has no rule of life
« «.»/! WatMae in i«u nl.l Hwneu liba ,1.1

kernel of a uut iu a shell too largo for it. Tliero is
nothing to bo surprisuU at iu this. A mtu'a life
does uot consist in the abundance of tho thingswhich he possesses, lie must sot some higher uiubitionbefore himself if existence is to continue
tolerable. This ambition Protestantism has failed
to satisfy, and he turns back in despair to the old
community which his fathers deserted.

"PUOTESTaMTISM HAS FAILED."
Protestantism has failed. It is a hard saying.Protestantism when it begun was a revolt ag'uinst

lies. It was a fierce declaration that men would no
longer pretend to believe what in their hearts they
did not and could not bclievo. In this sense Protestantismhas not failed, and never can fail us long as
there is an honest man loft upon the globe. But wo
cauuot live upon negations; we must have convictions
of a positive sort if our voyage through earthly existenceis to be ah honorable and successful one. And
no Protestant community lias ever succeoded iu
laying down a chart of liuuiuu life with any definite
sailing directions. In every corner of the world
there is tho same phenomenon of the decay of estab-
lishod religions. In Catholic countries as well us in
Protestant, nay, among Mohammedans, Jews, Buddhists,Braliinaus, traditionary creeds aro losingtlieir hold. An Intellectual revolution is
sweeping over the world, breakiug down establishedopiuious, dissolving tho fuuudutions on
Which historical fuitlis have bcou built up. Science,
history, philosophy, have combined to create universaluncertainty, and Catholic France and Italy are no
better off iu this respect than Germany or Euelnud
or America. Yet Christianity retains a powerful
bold, especially over the Anglo-Saxon race. When
positive reasoning fails, a conclusion may ho establishedby proving that the absurdity of its contradictoryand destructive criticism lias been pushed to
a point where it issues in what our instincts reject.Modern scepticism has been arrived at by
the application of thoso principles of reason
which were appealed to at the Reformation to liberal*us from Borne. If it leads to something which
we feel to be incredible the whole process is discreditedfrom the beginning. The average Englishman
and American is not philosophic, but he is constitutionallyreverent. That Christianity in some
shape is true his innermost conscience assures him.
He kuows the weak points ot the forms of it iu
which he has been brought up. With the weak
points of Catholicism he has not the same acquaintance,and, when rationalism toils him to abandon
Christianity, ho replies by falling back into the
BomaU communion.

the english pbosklytes.
Among the men of the middle classes the movementlias not gone far. They are too busy for

speculation. There are few infidels among them,
and therefore few Bomauists. The conversions iu
England have been chiefly among peers, women and
clergy: and among them, perhaps, they would have
beeu less hoard of, and there might have beeh no
conversion at all had not political causes co-operated
with the intellectual; and thus we come round
again to the Irish question, with which ouf article
began.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.
Mr. Thomas Hardy will write the serial story for

the next volume of "Good Words," beginning in
January next.
In Lippincott'i for December travel and fiction are

moat largely represented. There Is a critical article
on the French impressionist painters and oh the
relative value of home and foreign instruction for
Americans.that is to say, Americans rich enough to
make the choice.
M. Masseras, whose chapters of Mexiean history

during the last months of the reign of the Emperor
Maximilian were printed in the Hebald some

months since, and attracted considerable attention,
has combined them in a book, which has been publishedby Clfttrpentier, of Paris, under the title "Un
Essal d'Kmplre au Mexlque."
That amusing sketch, "A Night On the T6te

Noire," published in the November Harper, was
written by Miss Josie Harper, daughter of one of
the members of the firm. It was sent in anonymouslyand accepted as from am outsider.

Sadleir's "School History of the United States"
is one of a series of Catholic school books issued
by Mrs. William H. Sadleir. As intended to teach'
the young the elements of our history it is worth
inquiring in what way it differs from others not
distinotively Catholio. The author answers this
by oomplalning that "the part enacted by Catholics
on our soil, from the days of Columbus to the present
time, has been persistently and coolly ignored by
writers of text books, so that, from this very silence,
a child of even ordinary intellect could not fell to
infer that Catholicity has done little or nothing for
our country, whereas the reverse is singularly and
emphatically the case." The work itself, therefore,
while giving a capital and uucolored rtsumt of
events, makes a specialty of bringing forward the
claims to historic remembrance of the early Catholic
colonists and missionaries and of showing in general
that the Catholic marched shoulder to shoulder
with the Protestant and the Free Thinker in every
advance toward the colonization and civilization of
the continent, in the founding of the Union, and in
its preservation. This is fair enough, and is done
without a trace of sectarian bitterness. The little
book has a number of colored maps neatly executed.
and is divided into convenient chapters.

COLLEGIATE COMPETITIONS.

ANNUAL, EXAMINATIONS OF THE INTERCOLLEGIATELITERARY ASSOCIATION GREEK, LATIN,
MATHEMATICS AND MENTAL SCIENCE.

Quls confluxus limit*
Aesdsmlcoramf

The annual competitive examinations of the IntercollegiateLiterary Association will begin this morningat nine o'clock at the University of the City of
New York. Princeton, Willi;, nm, Wesley an. Northwesternand Madison universities; Hutgers, the
University of the City of NeW York, the College of
the City of New York and the University of Pennaylvauiswill eutei the contest. The subjects of exam-
iuatlon Will be Oreek, Latin, uiathemstlce and
mental science. Tbe examination in Oreek will
cover these selections;."The Klectrs" of Sopho-
cles, "The Apology and Crito" of Plato,
analysis of verb forms, with a general acconnt
Of the origin and development of the suffixes
which mark the various relations of mood, tense,
number ami person, and Oreek prose composition,
with accents, A knowledge of tho scanning of
Sophocles.both the iambic of the dialoguo und the
choral.will bo expected as well as of the subject
matter and external form of the play, in tho
SophocloH and Plato, familiarity with tho word-torms
and construction is required. Tho examiners will
be Professor A. Uftrkneftft, Profesftor H. Dtisler and
Prolessor J. 11. Hewall. Kick college iff entitled to
one representative. Competitors in Latin must bo
prepared (or examination on the first twenty-five ot
the "Helecled Jotters of Ciecro," "The Xrinuinmus"
of Plantna and Latin composition, and to trauRlate
into Eugiitb at sight a short paasago from one of
the historians. Professor Charles Hliort, Professor
C. 1). Morris and Professor W. Uordon McCsbe will
bo the examiners. One representative is invitod
from each college.

MATHEMATICS.
The examination in uiutiieniatius will embrace

analytical geometry and calculus, and will ho conductedby l'rolcshor 8. Nowcomb, of the National
Observatory, and Professor P. 8. Mlckie, of West
Point. Ksch college Is entitled to one'representative.Tim text book in which candidates in mental
science will he examined will he Proiossor Edward
Cairo's "Critical Account or the Philosophy of
Kant." President Noah Porter, Professor A. Alexanderand Protessor A. X. Oriuund have been chosen
examiners. Each college may send one representative.
The contest in oratory is set down ror January 8,

at the Academy of Music, sud at that time the names
dt the siiccessi til essayists will also be unuouueed,
ss well as those of the winning competitors in the
examinations. Every contestant in the dxuuilnatloua,essay writing or oratory, ia naked to send to
the tribunal of the association a statement of all
the studies pursued by him in accordance with his
college curriculum, the number of hours per week
given to each study, the degree for which lie is
studying or has studied and the vesr of his graduation.colonel T. Wentworth Higglnson, chairman
of the liosrd of Judges on Essays, has selected as

subjects for essay writing"TheChinese Question"
and "The comparative Influence of Carlyle and Teniiysou."Each essay must boar a cipher or fictitious
name, which must also be indorsed on a sealed envelopecontaining the author's name and accompanyingthe essay. The name of tlio college, also,
from which the colUgian hails must be written
upon the euvelopo. The length of each ossay is
strictly limited to 0,000 words. The association ia
entitled to a manuscript copy of each prise ossay;
but the essay will be at the author's disposal should
he wish to print it. Kaon college is entitled to two
representatives.

FINANCIAL PHOSPF.CT*.
The association ia In a fair way of being placed on

a firm financial basis. Ueuersl Alexander 8. Webb,

OVEMBEft 20, 1879.-TK1I
president of the College of the City of New York
and alio of the association, announces that ho expectsto receive $10,000 from two prominent citizens
of Now York toward au endowment fuud. When
such a iund shall have been secured by the associationMrs. John Jacob Astor will also contribute
$.">00. and President Webb is confident that he will
soon raise a handsome total. The association
originated with a meeting held at Hartford, Conn.,
February lit, 1874, under a call issued bv Williams
and Pnuoetou colleges inviting each college
of the United Slates to send threo delegatesto an intercollegiate literary convention.Fourteen colleges responded, and
a provisional constitution, uuder which the first
competitions were held, was drawn np. This, however,has since been supplanted by a more permanent
organization. It was generally conceded that the
ultimate object of the association should he to create
some central tribunal to test the results of tlio collegesand universities of the country and incite them
to study each other's methods. To secure this
result a comprehensive series of examinations seemed
to be essential. As such a programme could not bo
carried out in a day it was determined to begin with
competitions that could be eaeily arranged. Gonsoijuently.at tbe first contest in 1874 prizes wore
offered ouly for oratory and essay writing. The followingyear, however, Greek and mathematics were

l uii.. ami ttintitill udiAHfA in 1HT<; Jitilupit

were annually appointed iu each department. Prices
were awarded, partly by means of assessments on
the colleges and partly by contributions of various
individuals, among whom may bu meutioued Mrs.
John Jacob Astor, Mrs. John Taylor Johnston, D wight
L. Olnietead uud Mr. Uregory, of Murblehead, Mass.
Tli# lirst competition called out candidates from
Princeton, Williams, Cornell, Hutgors, Lafayette and
the University of the City of New York. At various
times wero added afterward St. Johu's College, the
Northwesteru University. Madison University, the
College of tho City of Now York, Syracuse University,Wcsleyau aud Hamilton. Several of
these institutions withdrew from tho association for
various reasons, but their return to tiie fold is
expected now that an endowment fnnil is iu prospect.The control of tho organization was form erly
vested eutirely in the undergraduates of tho various
colleges, and the management was necessarily fluctuating,ull action being based on tho counsels of a
now set ot delegates each year. A uew constitution
was framed, by which the control of the association
was vested iu the students of colleges and universities,the faculties of those institutions aud the
honorary fellows of tho association consisting of
prizemen, examiners aud others who might be
elected. Ou March DO, 1877, this constitution went
into effect and an act of incorporation waa also obtained.

COLONEL HIOQINSON ENTHUSIASTIC.
"There is hardly a point iu our whole educational

system," said Colonel Uiggiuson, some timo ago, in
reference to the association, "where a certain
amount of mouoy, say $50,000, will go so far as
here. We shall have no occasion to waste a dollar
on expensive buildings, that tomb of wealth in our

college endowments. We shall need no salaries exceptthe modest fees of our examiners and thefaithfullywou compensation of our secretaries. Even
the present prizes of money may be gradually
changed into scholarships or professorships, to be
held by those who desire to study at tome or
abroad, and who will gradually be required, it Is

.1-1.1- « 1... ,l.ui, «,o»lr »'

NEGLECTED STREETS.

WHERE THE DIRT ABOUNDS AND THE BROOM

IS WANTED.THE QUARTSR8 OF THE POOR

OVERLOOKED.
There is plenty of work st this moment for the

Street Cleaning Department in half a dozen downtownwords, east and west. The rain of the day beforeyesterday had the effect of dissolving the heaps
of mud that in a great many streets were for several
days awaiting the ooming of the cartmen, so now

the sweeping has to be done over again. Then when
these mnd heaps are left untouched for over fortyeighthours the wheels of passing vehicles aisperse
them over the streot, and when rain is
superadded the condition of things is
worse than before. What the Street Cleaning
Department has so far failed to accomplish
is the prompt removal of the street Sweepings.
When a street ia swept now the dirt is gathered into
little mounds along the curbstones on either side
and residents say it has been frequently left there
for three and four days. If the dirt cart followed
close upon the sweepers the streets would present a

different appearance.
A Hkbalo reporter made a tour yesterday of the

Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh. Ninth
and Thirteenth wards, and while he found numerous

streets, which happen fortunately to be paved With
trapblock, that Were in a fair condition, the Majoritywere a reproach to a city like this that
npuuun iwuBt fi,vw,wu a Jcm iv« mxcci

cleaning. Frankfort atreot was in an unsightly
state from beginning to end, more particularly oppositeNos. 33, 35, 37, 3D, 31 and 47, where there were

mounds at black and offensively odorous mud,
mixed with household sweepings. Rose street was
not expected to present any better appearance, for
it has always been neglected, and the reporter
thought he recognized the same old hillock of ashes,
cinders aud decayed vegetable matter be saw there
two years ago. The lower end of Cherry street,
opening into the New Bowery, Was, it possible,filthier than ever it looked before. The roadwaywas littered with decayed straw, old hoops,
hats, shoes and onion peels, the whole beautifully
intermixed with soft raven black mud about the consistencyand adhesiveness of melted glue. Hers and
there were signs that the sweepers had been around
some time before, perhaps a week or two weeks, or
even a month ago, but it was very plain to soe that
their services are needed there again. Opposite No.
31, a four story teuemeut, a most miscellaneous pfit
of garbage stood and filled the air around with a
combination of as many smells as the famous
seventy of Cologne. A woman with an uncommonly
contented expression of face sat on the stoop and in
reply to the reporter's question, "When were the
sweepers around here?" answered, "Divii a know I
know when they wor arround, nor 1 don't care, an' it
they can stand it I can. dure, what do they mind
the likes of us, whether the stiireet la clane or not,
so long aa the lazy blagards isn't made to do their
business? That's a purty nice nosegay (pointing
a tka navhann siIIaI WaII nnUT Ikdf wniilHti't Km

left long ou a sidewalk in Fifth avener, where the
quality lives; divil a bit ol it; but we don't fret for
what wo don't expect to get."
At Nos. 221, '145, 29*1 and '197, in the same street,

the reporter observed puddleH of water, of a green
color; also overflowing boxse, barrels with hall
the hoops gone, and battered tin pails, all containinghousehold refuse, some of which infected
the atmosphere. Clinton street was quite passable,
but the udjecent one, Monroe, was dotted with many
offu sive spots, especially in front of Nos. 97. 99, ll'l,
123,125 and 107. Pools of stagnant water into which
ashes and vegetable matter had been thrown were

frequent. The sidewalks here and there were encumberedwith refuse along the line or the curb, aud
the general appearance of the street indicated neglect.In Oouvcrueur street garbage heaps wore noticedbefore Nos. 20, 3H, 53 aud 57. The same was
observed before Nos. 3*10 aud 372 Madison street.
From No. 20 to No. 57 Jackson street lakes of liquid
mud abounded, aud the playful small boy out from
school was seen to splash it impartially on both
sidewalks and over the clcthes of pedestrians,

sous or thk same kino.
From No. 15 to No. 21 ou (Joerck street a good deal

of fllth was strewed by the curb, aud at Nos. 51) and
(11 wt-re two large, teeming garbage boxes that appearedus it they liud uot been emptied for a week.
"When were these boxes cleaned out?" was asked

of Jacob Siahl, the portly owner of a nearby beer
saloon.

"Veil now," said Jake, taking an earnest look at
the reporter, "if dem tain poxes vos gleaned owit in
dree veeks den niy nalne ain't Jake Mtahl any more,
an' don't yon forget it, uieinherr. It's slniat
scandTua, mid, meiu Gott, if it vas summer dimes
we'd all hafo de golera an' measles."
before Nos. 71, 75, 77 and 7'J, on tbo same street,

were ugly heaps of dirt that befouled the atmosphere.In ltiviiigtou struct were other plague spots
notably, facing Nos, 254, 295, 293 and 310. In Lewis
strcst llieru were dirt plica before tbo houses Nos.
73, 7H, 92, 113, 119 aud 203. In Columbia street the
reporter saw a woman opposite No. 49 with a broom
in her hand sweeping half the street before liur
door end saving money to the treasury of the
Street Cieuumg Ln-partmont.
"Are yon tired waiting for the sweepers?" alio waa

asked.
"Well, I should say I was," alio replied. "Sometimeswhen there Is little sweeping to do they'll ho

around hern every day, but when It la nasty and
heavy like they keep away tor a weuk. t prefer to
do It myself," and tho little woman rexuuied her
swccplug with a will. Stanton street proved on Inspectionto he about one of the dirtiest streets in
the ward, and at tho intersection with Sheriff street,
where tho mouth of a sewer lisppenod to be Choked,
a vile siuell arose and was distinctly perceptible to
the nose half a block away. Hero re Noa. 303. 340, 344
and 337 in Stanton street, the sweepers will And
work for their brooms and shovels. Sheriff, in
point of Alth, took the palm away from Stanton
street, and opposite No*. 04 , 73 80, 83, 04 and
90 the dirt was disgraceful. Heaps of decaying
straw and vegetable* littered tho roadway In front of
Nos. 70, 70, 80, H4, HO, Oft and 09 Wlllett street. In
Pitt street, faring Nos. 115 and 119, were placid puddlosof Inky black water, neitber pleasant to tbe eye
nor tbe olfactories. At Nos. 13ft and 137 pungent
and powerful odora scouted tbe breesu. before
Nos. 341 and 339 ashes overflowed on the aidewalk.Opposite No. 14 aventlc H, and also
Nos. 7, 11, 33 and 30 there Was plenty Of Wof* for tho
public scavengers. Noriolk held lta own ae a dirty
street, and no more filthy heaps were aeeu anywhere
than before Noa. 113 143, 140, 103 and 101. Kaat Houstonkeeps Norfolk street lu couutenanceand wears ho
bolter appearance, though It Is a great thoroughfare,
lu front ot Nos. 193, 350, 379, 383 sud 391 Were piles of
dirt that should instantly be removed aa they infect
the atmosphere with absolute poiaou. At Noa. 73,
7H, 84, 100. 180, 183 and 1H4 Huffolk street dirt
abounded, ami the same might be aald of Orchard
street, before Noa. 78, 83,84, 8H and 93.
On tho west aide of town, along tne line of Greenwichand Washington streets, thorn were many dirty

Spots noticeable, especially where the large tenementhouses occur. Many ol the big botes by the
sidewalk wore overflowing with all kinds of domesticrubbish. This was noted In front ot Nos. 73, 00,
07, 03, 48, 30 and 30 Greenwich street, and in front
of Noa. 8,10,13, 03, 113 and 116 Washington atreet.

>LE SHEET.

METEORS!
Professor Proctor Predicts a Star Shower

About November 27.

ACROSS A COMET'S PATH.

The Divided and Dissipated
Comet of Biela.

Professor ltichard A. Prootor furnishes a paper in
the current number of the English magazine Belgraviaentitled "Expected Meteoric Display." from
which we make the following extracts:.

ran PREDICTION.
It ia expected by nearly all astronomers who have

given attention to the subject that there will be a

display of falling stars on or about November '27
next, though the night of the shower insy perhapsfall earlier or later, within a week or so either way.The display, should it occur, will possess far more
interest than uuy ordinary shower ot shooting stars,
or even than the displays which have been witnessedon the night of November 18-14, in 1709,
1883, 1800 anil other years. For though we
now know that when these showers of
Loouldes (us tlio meteors of November 14-15 are
called) occur, the earth ia passing through the track
of a comet which is followed by uncounted millions
Ui u1c4cwib, »u%» vms u«0 WUCU Oil (UU UltjUlB UL

August 10, 11 and 12, thu meteors called Pcrselds are
seen, yet the comets corresponding to tliese longer
known meteoric showers are less Interesting to
astronomers than the comet along whose track those
bodies travel which produce the shower of falling
stars seen on tho night of November 27, 1872, and
which are expected to produce a similar display this
year. It was well remarked by M. O. Struve at the
last meeting of the Oermau Astronomical Society,
that no object has thrown more light on the general
natnreot coinotlo bodies than the comet known as
Biela's. I propose now to give a brief sketch of the
history of this Interesting body, and then to considerthe reasous why astronomers expect that duringthe last week of November 1872 tuere will be a

display of shootiug stars as the earth passes through
the comet's track.

BtaLx'a OOMUT.
In the year 1820 Uiela discovered a comet, the path

of which was calculated by (lambart, a k ronen astronomer,insomuch that, according to the usual
rule in such casus, the comet should be called Oambart's,not Biela's. It was found to revolve around
the sun in a period of about six and two-third years.
It was not a oonspieuoua body.in fact, it has seldombeen much more than barely visible under the
most favorable conditions by the naked eye. Yet it
differed from moat telescopic comets in showing nut
only a nucleus and a coma but a tall also. In 1882,
183'J and 1848 tbis comet returned to the earth's
neighborhood, and on two of these occasiousit was well seen. In 1882 It was so situated
as to be lost in the sun's rays. In fact, at every
third return astronomers knew that it would be
tinnalaafi In flAftrnli far Hia cftm.it Tlmm it. wu dis-
covered in 1826, and well seen in 1832, but not seou
and not evon looked (or in 1339. So again it was seen
in 1316 in its calculated place and again in 1362; but
it was not looked for in 18S9. in 1366 aud 1872 it
should have been visible, but, as will presently l>e
explained more fully, it was not seen. In this
present year, 1879, supposing all bad gone on as in
the forty preceding years, the comet would not have
been visible, passing too near the sun's place in the
sky. Astronomers have been set to search for it this
year (but quite fruitlessly), because there were
reasons to believe that it seen at all the comet would
not be seen on its former track. But wo must not
pass to this part of the comet's history until the
strango circumstances connected with former returnsand with former expected returns of the
comet to visibility have been briefly considered.

DIVIOKD IN TWAIN.
In the year 1346, when Biela's comet was well

seen, it divided.or rather, after having apparently
been single, it was seen to be divided.into two distinctcomets, each having coma, nucleus and a abort
tail of its own. These two comets travelled along
side by side until they passed out of view, but in
1862 both returned into view, though the distance
between them was then greatly luoreased. Whether
In 1869 tho companion comets would have been
seen had the earth been more favorably situated is
not known. The ooinet was not even looked for in
that year, so hopeless did the search seem for so
faint an objeot, close as the comet then was to the
sun's apparent place in the sky.

IT DISAPPEARS DISINTEGRATED.
But in 1866 the comet should have been seen as

favorably as in 1846. The superintendent of the
"Nautical Almanao" published un ephemeris of the
comet's motions.in other words, he stated whero
tho comet was to bo looked for day after day, and a
number of the most skilful practical observers in
Europe searched carefully for it, but it was not
seen. "There was not the slightest room," I wrote
In 1872 (and, despite the opinions which have been
since expressed by several astronomers, I see no
reason for changing my opinion), "for questioning
the accnracy of the calculations by which its path
had been predicted. Astronomers were certain that, if
undestroyed or undlaalpated, the comet would follow
the assigned path.as certain aa a station matter
would be that a train would enter a station on the line
of rails assigned to It, unless soino accident or mistakeshould occur." But comets do not make mistakes,though, as we now see, they are not free from
accldcuts. This comet had already met with an accident,being brokeh, by aome mischance, into two
parts under the very eyes of astronomers. Possibly
in 1869 It mot with further misadventures. At any
rate, something had happened to the comet since Its
retreat in 1862. How Biela's comet came actually to
be divided into two distinct bodies, and later to be
so far dissipated as to he no longer visible, even In
the most powerful telescopes and under the moat
favorable circumstances, will probably be understoodwhen we know the nature of those processes
of repulsion which lead to the formation or comets'
tails. For our present purpose it is only necessary
to observe that these processes of repulsion do most
obviously csrry away parts of the substance of a
comet's head to enormous distances, and that in
some way Biela's comet was divided, even as it were
under tho eyes of astronomers, into two distinct
comets; (or we thus learn to reongniso the further
disintegration of the comet as part ot a process undoubtedlycomnienoed in 1846 and undoubtedly competentto effect the dissipation of the comet's substance.As tho comet was searched for in vain In
1866 In the region which unquestionably it wonld
have traversed had it remained unchanged, there
cin bo no reason for doubting that it had thus been
thoroughly dissipated and disintegrated. If anythingcould have made this more certain it wonld
have been the circumstance that in 1872, also, the
comet was searched for in vain.

ITS TRACK ACROSS THE EARTH'S PATH.
If the comet had been like most of its fellows

astronomers must have given np all Idea of obtainingfurther information respecting it. But in one
important respect it differed from them. It is one
of the few known comets whose paths cross, or at
least pass very close to, the track of the earth.
Already in 1832 attention had been called to this circumstance.Indeed, fears had been excited among
those unfamiliar with astronomical relations by the
announcement that the comet would cross the earth's
path in that year, although it was explained that the
comet would nass a month before the earth reached
that point of her path. "Wo escaped that time," Sir
John Horaehol wrote in 186(1. "Had a ineetinK taken
place, from what wo know of comets, It ia probable
that no karin would have happened, and that nobody
would have known auythlng about it." Hut from
what wo havo since learned we have reaaon to belluvethat we ahould have known a groat deal about
the rncouutor, though it remain* altogether probablethat no harm would have happened. For we
have learned that ae a rulo the track* of comets nro
followed by million* of moteoric bodies, which, as
the earth passes through the tttght, produce displays
of falling stars, each meteor in its rush through the
earth's atmosphere producing a trail or streak of
light; and doubtless in the head itself of a comet
meteoric bodies are much more richly strewn, so
that an encounter with the head would produce an
unuRually aplcndtd display of falling stars. It i*,
however, very noteworthy, a* will presently appear
more clearly, that 110 display of meteors ia recorded
a* having occurred In the last week of November,
1882, though tbu comet had crossed the earth's track
less thai, a mouth before. Yet in 1072 astronomers
were led to cxnoct somewhat confidently that, as the
enrlh passed the truck of lliela's comet, which h.id

fone that way only some ten or twelve weeks before,
liere would be a shower of falling stars produced by

the bodies following in the comet's path.
Hero Mr. Proctor pauses to show elaborately tbat

"It la the train, and not the tail, of a comet which ia
followed by metuorlo attendants,'' Ho then passe*
on to show how It can bs definitely proven what
particular meteor stream the earth la passing through
at a certain time.

The radiant point wlilch at present distinguishes
one meteor system Irom another, even though
both meteor ejratema may ahow fall inn atara
on one and the mine night or at one and the
name time, u not applicable to moat of the
rvcorda of atar aliowera. That criterion, it need
hardly be aatd, la the poaltion of what ta called
the radiant point of the atar ahowera, the point
from which all the tneteor tracks on the aky aeem
to tend. The reader iiiuat not fall Into the
mlatake of auppoaing that every meteor track
abaoltifqly eitenda from the ao-called radiant. On
the contrary. It may truly be aaid that not one
auch track doea or can extend from that point. But
each tenda from the point in the aehne that. If the
conrae pu ratted by the meteor be aunpoaed to ba extendedbackward in a atralght line (or, more correctlyspeaking. In a great circle of the heavenly
aphere). the line would paaa through the radiant
point. The expreaaion la uaed In the tamo geucral
Ben an, and haa, In faet, the name atgntficance aa the
statement usually made about parallel linos and
their vanlalilng point in perspective. Lines which
are really parallel are so drawn in perspective thut
they all toud from one and tha aamo polut, but
they do not extend from It. An artlit
might Indeed draw tliem all In pencil from that

i point, but he would atterward rub out parts of the
pencil Hues, leaving the rest all tending from the
vanlahlng point, but none of them extending actuially trom It. Now, what la the radiant point of a
meteor system f It ta ta reality that infinitely re-

mote point from which all the meteor* seem to be
travelling.the point toward which all the parallellines on which they are actually travelling seem to
converge. No meteor, then, approaching the earth
on the course thus Indicated could possibly seeiu to
move actually from the radiant point. If movingdirectly toward the observer it would be visibleat the radiant point all the time, not
seeming to move from it; If not movingdirectly toward the observer, but on a course
parallel to that from tlio radiant point to th*
observer, it would be seen, from the beginning to
the end of Its flight, at points removed from the
radiant, but all on a line feuding i'rom it. Thus th«
actual path pursued by a meteor may be on one sid<
of the hesvouly sphere, while the radiant is on the
other; precisely us any particular yard of a set ot
parallel railway lines and telegraph wires may be to
the right or to the left, or above or betow, or
may be behind an observer, while the point front
which all these lines converge is In froutof him.
Yet two meteor tracks, carefully observed, will sufAoe,unless absolutely coincident, to sbow tho
radiant point belonging to them, assuming, of
course, that they belong to the same system. Aud
when on any ufglit many meteors of the same systemare seen, the radiant point of the system, which
ludicatcs the direction from which with respect to
the earth they all seem to travel, can be moat accuratelydetermined. In this way each meteor system
is perfectly distinguishable from all others; aud
also, from the position of the radiant point of a system,the question whether the meteors are or are
not bodies following iu the track of any kuown
comet, can be at once sot at rest. The path of tuch
bodies can bo calculated with pertect exactness.
The apparent path resulting troiu the combination
or their motions with the motions of the earth cau
bo equally woll determined. Thia gives the radiantpoint of such bodies, if such bodies there are,
as they appear in shooting star displays in our skies.
No scattered meteors, still less any meteor shower,
cau bo mistakeu for attendants on such a comet.
at least, if we set aside the bare possibility (ror
such it is) that bodies really travelling in
a different courso may appear to travel on
the same course. This can happen, but it
is so exceedingly unlikely that if a meteor
flight appears at the time, aud from the radiautpoint corresponding to the attendants of a particularcomet, it may be contidently assumed that
they are really suoh attendants.

THE DISPLAY Ok 187*2.
In 1872, Bicla's comet itself having been Searched

for fruitlessly, several astronomers called attention
to the circumstance that in the last wefck of Novemberthe earth might be expected to pass through a
tralu of meteors following iu the track of the now
disintegrated comet. They showed also how Biela
meteors, if such existed, oould be distinguished
from other shooting stars; the radiant point correspondingto attendants ou Biola's comet lyiug in
the region where the constellation Andromeda
borders ou Cassiopeia, near the feet of the former ot
theso celestial bodies. I myself wrote In the followingterms, iu a paper written in October, ajtd
which appeared In the St. Paul's Jiagatine for
November. 1872:."There will probably be a display
of meteors following the track ot liiela's comet.
At any rate, the skies should bo carefully watched.
The shower of meteors ^should one occur) will fall In
auoh a. direction that shooting stars might be
looked for at any hour of the night. Those belongingto Biela's comet could be very readily distinguishedfrom others, because their tracks would
seem to radiate from the constellation Cassiopeia.
So that should any one observe, on any night betweenNovember 25 and December 5, a shootlugstar following such a track, he will have
the satisfaction of knowing that in all probability
he has seen a fragment or portlou of a comet which
has divided into two, if not three, distinct comets.
>uu una iuhuwcu up tuai pruouns 01 dissipation Ojr
dissolving altogether away. The prediction thus
lu&do was abundantly fulfilled. On November '27.
1872, there was a display of shooting stars second
only in magnificence among those seen since the
middle of the present century to the shower observedin the early morning hours of November 14,
1800. In numbers, indeed, the shooting stars of
November, 187'2, fully equalled, if they did not exceed,the shooting stars of November, 1800. ProfessorGrant, of the Glasgow Observatory, counted no
fewer than 10,879 meteors between half-past live P. M.
and ten minutes to twelve P. M. Four observers iu
Italy, who severally limited their observations to tha
four quarters of the hoavcns between the four cardinalpoints, counted in six and a half hours 38,400
shooting stars. It appears that the greatest number
were seen betweeu seven and nine P. M. Between ilvo
minutes to seven and four minutes to seven the
whole of the sky around the radiant of the system
seemed to be occupied by a meteoric cloud. This
region lay, as predicted, near the feet of Andromeda.There remained no doubt that the earth on
the night of November '27 hod crossed a stream of
meteorites following in the track of Biels's comet.

POOSON'S CLOUDLIKE OBJECTS.
But how followed what gave rise to considerablemisapprehension, by which it Would

seem that even some mathematicians of
considerable skill have been misled. A German
astronomer, Klinkerfues, telegraphed to Pogsoh, the
government observer at Madras, "Biela touched
earth November 27, look foi it near Xbeta Ceutauri,"
meaning, doubtless, what was in reality the case,
that the earth had passed through the meteoric
train of Biela, and that it might be worth while to
look out for the retreating flight in the part of the
heavens dtroctly opposite the point from which
the meteors had Seemed to arrive. Whether
Klinkerfues meant this, or whether, as some seem
to suppose, he meant that possibly Biols's
comet might have been delayed ten or twelve
weeks, and so have certainly encountered the
earth on November 27, need not for the
moment be considered. Suffice it that Pogeon examinedthe hoavens in the region indicated, Sud
there, in the early morning hours of December 2,
1872, detected two cloud-like objeots. These he saw
attain on the morning of December 3, by which
timo their position on the star-vauit had changed,
ao that it waa clear they were not nebulie or atarciouds,but veritable attendants on the auu, though
Wheth2r comots or meteor flights was not clearly
mado out. It was, however, clearly shown
that neither of these objects could possibly hsve
beeu the meteor flight crossed by the earth on
the night or November 27, 1872. It was equally certainthat neither the meteor flight nor these two
ooiuetlc objects could have been Biela'a comot itself.thoughall three were travelling iu such
courses that they might be called attendants of that
body. There for the time the history of Biela'a
comet has closed. Nothing more has been seen of
it, either as a comet or as a luetoor flight, though
scattered meteors travelling in its train were soen
toward the eud of November, 1877, and more Would
probably have beeu seen at the same part of last year
if the skies then nad not been overelouded in uearly
all European countries.

A FINK DISPLAY PROBABLE.
The next passage of the earth athwart the track ot

the comet ie the Arst since that of November 27,
1872, during which a meteor shower could be expectedto occur. The ootuet crossed the earth's
track, or passed very near to it, early In April laats
and though the interval la considerably longer betweenthen and the end or November than elapsed
between the comet's passage in 1872 and the display
of that year, yet it is moat probable that many meteoricattendants of tne comet will be aeeu on some
niohtfl Inr nurtinnfl nn flAVAnl nmhidt hflfwuATi Vr».
veinher 'J5 and December 1, and quite poaalble tbat
a very flue shower may be seen. The meteors, will
be well worth looking tor in any caae, since, If they
are carefully observed and counted hour by hour,
astronomers will probably obtain some further insightinto the nature of the processes which lead to
the dissipation of a comet and cause its path to be
occupied over a range of many millions of initas by
scattered meteoric attendants, lo others than
astronomers the meteors will be full of interest;
and it is not at all unlikely that they will apuear in
such numbers as to produce an exceedingly beautifuldisplay.

DETERMINED TO DIE.

FAILINO TO DROWN HIIIHELP A WOULD-BE SUICIDEENDEAVORS TO DABH HIS BRAINS OCT.
Shortly after the Fulton ferryboat Farragut left

the ferry slip on this side of the river, atslevea
o'clock yesterday forenoon, a tall, muscular looking
hiHii siepjieu over mo lorwiro cuaina ana sprang
into tho river. Several passengers and a deck hand
gave the alarm and tho pilot rung the bell to

atop the engine. The man aank, bat eroae to
tho surface almost beneath the wheel of the
boat as it became stationary. A Ufa preserver
was thrown to him, but he refused to take it. A
ladder was then lowered over the side and a deck
b nd descended and grasped him by the coat oollsr.
With the assistance of a boathook and u rope the
would-be suicide was drawn aboard. While he was
being hauled out of the water he appeared to repent
of his rash puroose, as he osclaimed:."Keep hold
of mo. Don't let me go." Ho was taken Into the
gentlemen's cabin, and there In his pockets
were found two bricks and soveral stones.
When tho boat reachod Brooklyn a policemantook charge ot tho man and conducted film to
tho York street station honse. The policeman observedthat ho was under the influence of llqilor and
was in a stato of excitement bordering upon deliriumtremens. Wheu asked whether lie was
tired of life ho replied with an oath, "I don't sue
why they can't let a man drown wheu ho wants to."
At the station house ho gave his name 4a Cornelius
Daly. He said ho was thirty-seven years of ago and
was a printer by trade. In his pocket was found a
memorandum and mumbor's card of TypographicalUnion No. 0.
Daly was taken to the lower corridor, where the

heated cells are located, and was wrapped in blankets.An officer was told to watch him. After a
time ho jumped up and ran up into the yard,where he socured his dripping clothes, which
he proceeded to nut on. Captain Crafts then observingthat the man had a wild and Insane look,Caused him to lie put in a cell. The door had scarcelyboen closed upon nlm when ho grew desperate ami
beat his bead furiously against the walls of tha cull
and the grated door. Ho was promptly taken out
and sent to the City Hospital. Tue patient admittedthat he had been drinking hard lor tha pasttnree weeks, and was prouounctd to be suffering
from delirium tremens. He wae reticent and
aullen, but intimated that ho had solo# familytroubles.

PARK COMMISSIONERS.
At yesterday's meeting of the Tark Commissioners

a resolution suspending all the laborers and foramenon the force of tho annexed wards wae adopted.
To-day and h< realtor (he laborera on the Central
ml city parks will be given rull days' work, tha
Board of Estimate and Apportionment having appropriated$7,000 for that purpoaa, at tha re^uaat of
tha Bark Commissioners.


